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Message from the Secretary of the Army

For 221 vears, the United States Army has served the nation’s interest at
home and abroad. The Army continues that tradition of service today. preparina
to meet the challenaes of the 21st Century, ensurina reaional stability in Bosnia,
deterring agaression on the Korean Peninsula, and working with new democratic
allies to promote peace throuahout the world. As always. the Armyv stands ready
to assist civilian agencies and local governments in times of domestic
emergency or natural disaster.

In all these endeavors, our Army relies on its most cherished asset: its
soldiers. Our soldiers require and deserve modern equipment, realistic training,
and imaainative leadership. These imperatives deliver a hiahly disciplined,
combat-ready United States Army -- the best land combat force in the world.

To be the best costs money. Bv spendina our resources carefully, we
earn a reputation for wise financial stewardship. More importantly, we reap the
profits of sound financial management; new and better equipment for our combat
units; increased efficiency in our recruiting efforts; enhanced performance in our
support operations; and improved guality of life for our soldiers and their families.

This Annual Financial Report captures our successful effort to manaae all
of our resources in an integrated, efficient manner. The Army has made areat
strides in financial management reform, and we take pride in our ability to
implement business practices in a unigue organization, one entrusted with the
nation’s defense.

We will continue our work to improve our successful manaagement of
resources and to amplify the United States Armv’s reputation as a financial
manaaement leader in the Department of Defense. Our soldiers, and our nation,
deserve nothing less.
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